


Racir_f shorelines

anvrwhese in the world -

are api Lo harbor good

thdepoots; The Pacific -
Coast trom Alaska to Mexico ‘
i5 especiatly rich. Tidepooling

15 botl Men and free; please sec one
inside pages for information on tides
and tidepool etiqueree,

Good Tidepooling

Alaska
Sithn + Keschikan

Canada
Chiee Chardorte Ielads » ‘.fuucuulr:'_r Island
Washingron
Friday Harbar # San Jun Tdands
Paroessh land + Gk Hipbe
Huiby Beach' + Long Brach penindif
Oregon
Cape Apapo » Canaoe: Beach, - Newpor
Califriia
Eurcka « - Gold Blufs Beach
Mencocnoeoast + Bodem Bay + Podat Reyes
S Ahupers Cony Beclioe + Sy Srow
Astlomar Beach = Pacie Carovee b Pomt: Lobos
Theiffer Beach and other Bag Sur locabes
Piedras Blaneas lighthouse area * San Simeon Pient
L':|:|:||!,'|::r~. Eeach -+ Muonvary e O Sule Prark
Pisvnee Beach o B Capitan Smare Feach
Takos Verdes peninank « Litshe Conoma Beach
Cirystal Cove » Lapuna Beache + La-Jolla

Baja California; Maxico
Enzenacda -+ Todog Samios Bay
Cabury San Lavcas

e i

il

Ulnited Srares




TEXT
Dhana Barnhart & Vicki Ledn

Frank Balth It'-i.|
Tt E







Eariy-brivd special: when
there are wo oysters o
cateh, the ayster-catoher
bivd makes do with a
kelp-festooned fimpet.

LINED CHITON ON

In the hagh ndal zone, which stavs considerably mare
moist, vou wikl encounter rock crabs, an abundance of
barnacles and musscls, rockweed, lime green sea lettuce, the

first ancmones, chivons, and other snails such as

whelks. Rocks are often covered with algac in
various hues, which can be dry and encrusting or
muaist and highly shppery.

The mtermediate tdal zone, uncovered twice
a day at normal losw ide levels, harbors:a nich
assartment of plants and animals, Seastars,
broken back shomp, small fishes, henit crilss,
nudibranchs, salitary coral, and a losh variery of
plant forms make their appearance.

In the low tide wone, uncovered only ac the
leswest ndes cach monch (depending on focale,

perhaps only a fow times 2 véar) are ancmoncs
of all kinds, calcarcous rube worms, brlliant sponges, Bishes,
sea wrehing, sea cncumbers, dense beds of scaweed, sun stars,
and many other delightful and seldom-scen specics.

Some restdents cannot be glimpsed without overturning
rocks, boulders, and other tidepool *rumiture.™ Under them
live shy brittle stars and burrowing worms. In erevices and
smrall €aves live the sall shyver octopus and spiny lobster.

Barcly half an inch long,
thic lined chiton grazes the
algae-covered rocks of the

tdepool. Using the radula,
a raspy file on its foot, the
animal cleans rock surfaces,
in the process grinding
away tons of rock itself,
Many tidepool-hollowed
rocks owe their depih o the
ciforts of chitons, snails,
and other tiny but
Persistent grarers.

Chitons came into being
millions of years ago. Their
eight segmented plates let
them cling tightly o aneven
surfaces. (But not always
tightly enough — seastars and
ancmones often snack

on them. )

An

ancient
critter
with
amazing
graze

ENCRUSTING

ALGAL

The Lined chivon is
unusual in heing a day
feeder, Most chitns shun
the sun, emerging at night o
forage. Mot all chitons arc
mild-mannered vegerarians,
either. At least one species
hunty worms, beach
hoppers, and other relatively
speedy prey.

The lined chiton is
thesughr to ger fes beanrifol
color largely from the algae
it eats. A dict heavy in
crunchy, pinkish-purple
coralline algae conld have
given this chiton its violet
hue, Color mimicry may be
useful in concealing the
chiton from its hungry
admirers.

























































































































